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AAPD Sponsors National Broadband Plan and Accessibility for People with Disabilities Conference

WASHINGTON, DC – March 10, 2010 – The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) is sponsoring “The National Broadband Plan and Accessibility for People with Disabilities Conference” on March 10, 2010. Co-sponsored with Silicon Flatirons, the Information Technology & Innovation Foundation (ITIF) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), and held at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, Washington, D.C., the event will address the accessibility and affordability barriers faced by people with disabilities as the nation moves forward to greater adoption of Internet broadband technologies.

Senior Director for Government Affairs at AAPD, Jenifer Simpson, who will moderate a conference panel, says “With the 20th Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) occurring this year, it is only right that the accessibility and usability concerns of people with disabilities will be addressed in the National Broadband Plan that the FCC will be sending to the U.S. Congress next week. To leave out the concerns of people with disabilities would be unforgiveable.”   She adds, “AAPD challenges the Congress to enact the 21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act, a measure that will make sure of greater accessibility for people with disabilities as more and more broadband technologies are adopted.”

Conference speakers will address topics in broadband adoption such as intellectual property issues, less access to the Internet by consumers with disabilities, the importance of applications such as telerehabilitation and video relay services, corporate responsibility and commitment to disability concerns, and the significance of the U.S. being a leader in ensuring disability accessibility.

Simpson, who works on technology policy with government and corporations for AAPD, is a founding and steering committee member of the Coalition of Organizations for Accessible Technology (COAT), a coalition of over 295 national and community-based disability organizations that advocates for legislative and regulatory safeguards to ensure full access by people with disabilities to evolving high speed broadband, wireless and other technologies.

For additional information about AAPD, visit www.aapd.com. For more information about the event, visit Silicon Flatirons at http://www.silicon-flatirons.org/events.php?id=799

# # # 

The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), the country's largest cross-disability membership organization, organizes the disability community to be a powerful voice for change - economically, politically, and socially. AAPD was founded in 1995 to help unite the diverse community of people with disabilities, including their family, friends and supporters, and to be a national voice for change in implementing the goals of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). To learn more, visit the AAPD website: www.aapd.com. 
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