YOUR HR 3101 CAMPAIGN
1. Send a letter to both your U.S. Senators & your Congressional representative. Tell them you want them to support H.R. 3101, “21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act.”  Send by fax and/or by snail mail. Send an email also. Addresses & contact information are usually easily found on the Internet or write COAT at info@coataccess.org
2. Find three others who will also send more letters. Give them the contact information.
3. Make some phone calls. To local offices and to the Washington office. Say “I want Sen/Rep. NAME to support HR 3101, the 21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act. What’s his position?”

Ask others to make phone calls as well.

4. Have a letter-writing or phone call party with several of you working together.
5. Conduct a petition drive.  For materials, contact COAT at info@coataccess.org
6. Contact the local or state office of one or both of your U.S. Senators & your Congressional member from the District in which you live. Write a letter to this local address also. Talk to the staffer in the local office about HR 3101 over the phone or in person. Meet with this staffer OR a meeting with the Senator or Representative. Bring others if you don’t want to go it alone.  Bring some COAT materials with you to leave. Be sure to let them know who you are & who you represent (E.g., “thousands of deaf and hard of hearing persons, blind people, & deaf-blind people.” If you have statistics, mention them. If you know your group is registered to vote, mention that!)
7. Ask the Member to support HR 3101. If s/he seems to have a lot of objections write them down and say “Thank you for letting us know that. However, I’d like to get back to you later on some of what you’ve said.”  Write up a quick summary of what you heard when you visited and send it to info@coataccess.org.  We may be able to provide some new information.
8. Stay upbeat. Develop a relationship with staff/Member/Senator. This is how all other organizations, individuals, companies & others influence legislation. Realize that your meeting may be the first time they had an experience with a person with a disability who asked them to support a specific bill. It may take them time to realize how serious we are. Even if you disagree with them, stay calm, persist, be unprovoked & and remain assertive.
9. Hold a debriefing meeting soon after any contact with legislators to gather impressions and to develop Next Steps! 

10. Keep lists of all who become engaged in the HR 3101 campaign (name, full address, phone/TTY, email address).  See yourself as developing a community of interest about accessible technology. 
11. Publicize HR 3101. Use newsletter announcements, press releases & press conferences about your meetings or activities to generate news about your HR 3101 campaign. Letters to the editor are effective. Op–Ed pieces are always effective. Comment on websites and put in the hyperlink to COAT (www.coataccess.org) See if you can get additional support from other organizations by meeting with them or putting items in their newsletters. Write the article & send it to them to include.

12. Celebrate that you are exercising political power and that everyone else will benefit from your involvement! Have an HR 3101 party! Invite the Senator or Representative!
Contact COAT for support materials or if you have questions or concerns to info@coataccess.org.   

We try and reply within 48 hours.

I f you are not registered to vote, you should do that first of all! Tomorrow!
