[image: image1.jpg]U.S. Senator

LUl Ensign v..





ENSIGN: CONGRESS SHOULD PASS COMMUNICATIONS ACCESSIBILITY LEGISLATION

July 15, 2010

Washington, D.C. – Senator John Ensign, a senior member of the Senate Commerce Committee and ranking member of its Communications Subcommittee, made the following statement after the Committee favorably reported out the Equal Access to 21st Century Communications Act, S. 3304, during today’s executive session.  

“Because of the Internet, these last two decades have witnessed tremendous innovation in the communications and video industries,” said Ensign.  “This progress should be enjoyed by all individuals, both those with disabilities and those without, and this bill will go a long way toward ensuring that happens.  However, several changes to the bill needed to be made in order for manufacturers and communications providers to have the flexibility that they need to meet the bill’s requirements and goals while still being able to innovate freely.

“I introduced an amendment to ensure that these changes were made to the bill, and I am pleased that the Committee has accepted it.  While I believe that we can still improve this bill further, I am proud of the work that the Committee accomplished today.  It is my hope that this bill can be a bipartisan accomplishment and that Congress will send it to the President this year for his signature.”

Kyle McSlarrow, CEO of the National Cable & Telecommunications Association, thanked Senator Ensign for his work on this bill.  “We also applaud Senator Ensign for his efforts in helping to promote consensus around identifiable and achievable goals.”

Senator Ensign secured substantial improvements to the bill through his amendment and through other negotiations with the bill sponsors.  These changes include improving the cost and technical factors that the FCC must consider when implementing the bill, exempting consumer-generated online media from burdensome regulations, clarifying what online video content must be captioned and ensuring that the FCC relies on consensus accessibility technical standards.  
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