Statement of Eric Bridges, American Council of Blind (ACB), December 2009
ACB is a leading national membership organization representing the interests of tens of thousands of individuals who are blind or visually impaired. 

My organization feels strongly that access to books and publications in accessible formats empowers the individual to gain knowledge and allows for greater educational opportunities. As we are all well aware, education is a critical component when considering and individual's employment options. In the U.S. and around the world, individuals who are blind or visually impaired continue to experience extremely high levels of unemployment or underemployment which creates a financial strain on government social programs. 

Through this treaty, the United States which has the largest collection of accessible titles, would be able to export its titles to countries with limited or non-existent collections. Of particular value would be the ability of authorized US organizations to be able to import foreign language accessible works. There are many US residents who read languages other than English 

With our more global society, access to materials in other languages is essential to meet the educational, professional and life needs of residents of the United States as well. 

ACB is proud to stand with the World Blind Union and our blind brothers and sisters to enthusiastically support this treaty. 
