PETITION DRIVE RE 21st Century Broadband Communications & Video Accessibility Bill
A petition drive is a great way to gather support for legislation from many people.  By signing the petition, they are exercising their constitutional right to petition the government for change.  All it takes is a determined effort by a few people and some good follow up.

Preferably, the signers of the petition are from a particular Representative’s district. Preferably they should be registered to vote. If they say they are not registered to vote, encourage them to do so (or carry voter registration forms/info with you! Be sure to let signers of the petition know you will be sending the list to a Member of Congress.  Be sure to let them know you will get back to them with further information as the bill progresses.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PETITION DRIVE

1. Identify key people who will commit to gathering at least 50 signatures in a specific geographic area. For instance, by state or by congressional district.
2. Make multiple copies of the Petition to give them, but keep track of how many you hand out and to whom you gave them, to avoid duplication.

3. Be sure to ask for and collect names and addresses, and email contact addresses, if possible.

4.  Xerox list before sending to Representative and/or Senator.

5. Send original petition with a cover letter to the Representative or Senator.
a. Use your organizational letterhead, or copy the COAT logo above onto a blank sheet of paper.

b. Template language for cover letter:

i. Dear Senator/ Representative XXXXX, Attached are 50/100/200 names of people who support the 21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act.  We would like you support the measure. A copy of this petition has been sent to the Washington, DC based COAT coalition leaders (COAT, 1629 K Street NW, Suite 950, Washington, DC 20006).  We urge you to do all you can to enact this critical legislation. Please get back to us with what steps you are taking. Thank you.  Signed, [Organization or Individual name and address].

ii. Send either by fax or hardcopy to the office of the Representative or Senator.

6. Send copy of signed petition by snail mail to COAT at 1629 K Street NW, Suite 950, Washington, DC.  We will use it in the meetings with representatives to show how deep support is for the bill.  We will also add the names on to the website petition list.
7. If you would rather COAT delivered the petition, send the petition with signatures to COAT and we will deliver it for you to the appropriate representative (s).

8. Keep a copy of the petition as these signers are key people who show they care about a disability issue and you may want to work with them again in the future on other issues.

9. Use the petition as an organizing tool alongside other activities you may be conducting.

10. Be assertive and don’t be afraid of being rejected! People don’t have to sign it, and some won’t want to, but many will as the issue of accessible phones and TV is like mum and apple pie! Who can be against it?

