YOUR LETTERHEAD
[DATE]  2010
The Honorable [INSERT REPRESENTATIVE’S NAME]
U.S. House of Representatives

Room No.l 0000,    XXXXX  House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Support for the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act  (HR 3101)
Dear Representative [NAME]:


The [your organization name] is a member of the Coalition of Organizations for Accessibility Technology (COAT), which is now over 260 members strong.   We write to ask for your support for the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act. This measure will ensure that individuals with disabilities have access to emerging Internet-based communications and video programming technologies in the 21st century.  
This significant initiative provides important consumer protections that are essential to ensuring that people with disabilities are not left behind or left out as communications technologies advance. 

Unfortunately, even 11 years after the enactment of  Section 255 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, we still encounter telecommunications manufacturers and service providers who introduce products and services that are not accessible to and usable by people with disabilities. The need to ensure hearing aid compatibility, as well as accessibility and usability of communication that involves Internet Protocol has never been more pressing. Simple fixes like expanding closed captioning rules to television-like programming on the Internet, restoration of the video description rules, and requirements for accessible user interfaces, will go a long way toward breaking down barriers for people with disabilities when viewing television programming. 

This measure will serve to equip people with disabilities with the tools necessary to become and remain independent and productive members of society through communications convergence and the synergy made possible by Internet-enabled telecommunications.

We ask you to c-sponsor  this measure.  In the weeks to come, we look forward to working with you to ensure further action on this critical legislative proposal. 

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME AND GROUP AND ADDRESS

CC: Your U.S. House of Representatives member/and a copy to any Member on House Telecom Subcom if your state has a member on this subcom.
[ATTACH PETITION if you have collected over 100 signatures in the Representative’s District]
