Sample Letter:  

Senator Jay Rockefeller 




DATE

Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee

Room 531 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510
[VIA Fax 202-224-7665]
Please Introduce a Senate Companion Bill!  RE: H.R. 3101, the Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2009
Dear Senator Rockefeller:  

I am a person with a disability [or related to a person with a disability] and I want to be a part of the revolution in the way Americans interact, learn and conduct business using the new digital communications devices, television and the Internet. However, the wizardry of the wires and the sophistication of software programs often do little for those of us who need accessibility due to vision, hearing or other disabilities. The Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act  (H.R. 3101), was introduced in the House. We’d like a Senate companion bill. This legislation would ensure that all Americans have equal access to these exciting and innovative new technologies. It would enable me to [insert some personal details about how you would benefit].

 The 21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act would amend the Communications Act to ensure that new Internet-enabled telephone and video services and equipment are accessible to, and usable by, people with disabilities.   From extending hearing aid compatibility and Internet closed captioning to real-time text support for emergency services, the bill seeks to provide a smooth migration to the next-generation of Internet-based and digital communication technologies. For more information, see a one-page summary [attached] at http://www.coataccess.org/node/4624 and a section-by-section summary at http://www.coataccess.org/node/4623.

Please introduce a companion bill so I can access and use phones and television like everyone else.

Sincerely, 

[YOUR NAME]

[YOUR ADDRESS]

 

