LIVE TWEETS FROM THE US SENATE HEARING ON “INNOVATION & INCLUSION AFTER 20 YEARS OF THE ADA.”

May 26, 2010, 2:30 pm, Russell Senate Office Building, Hearing Room #253.

Before the U.S. Commerce, Science & Transportation Subcommittee on Communications, Technology & the Internet.

Note that tweets below are in reverse order. That is, Tweet #1 occurred AFTER Tweet #96, which was at the beginning of the Hearing.

1. End

2. Photos from Senate hearing 5/26/10 on ADA Innov & Inclusion now posted to COAT facebook group website. Click on Photo tab. 

3. Kerry says all the testimonies today are incredibly help[ful, wants the devices and services available to everyone. Adjourns hearing 4; 30 pm. 
4. Scoggins thanks McCormick & other providers who have worked with us on the bills, which move forward inclusion & innovation.   

5. Kerry says it is to everyone's benefit to move all this as fast as 
6. McCormick says they support real time text and the aspirations of consumers on panel; have same expectations as able 
7. Klobuchar asks McCormick re next gen 911 technology; asks how far away real time text is? 
8. Scoggins says deaf not aware of a lot of services that #bbnd provides 
9. Klobuchar asks Scoggins about Lifeline subsidy for deaf: Scoggins says #bbnd essential, but need higher speeds to render images 4 ASL 
10. Wlodowski Says law should not be too prescriptive 
11. Wlodowski asked about costs of accessible web pages by Klobuchar; he talks about alt tags, says software & browser are 
12. Wlodowski says TEITAC interoperability standards, SMPTE, Accessibility Interoperability, are dialogues moving things 
13. Klobuchar asks Wlodowski re Internet cc'g forum in 2007; she wants to know how far got with that, he says SMPTE standard pending this year about 7 hours ago via web from Washington Mall, Washington 
14. Sen Amy Klobuchar (MN) says laws must be updated, glad to see Nat’l BBnd plan included disability, wants disability needs considered first 
15. Pearce says he's been through several phones that are inaccessible 
16. Pryor asks Pearce about his biggest challenges: Pearce says there is stubbornness of change, goes into store & gets nowhere with store staff 
17. Scoggins says PSAP 911 services should accept real time text 
18. Scoggins says an emergency notification system should go beyond beeps, time delays, should go onto the Internet as 
19. Pryor asks Harvard about emergency info on TV: Harvard tells committee to focus on blind accessibility in this regard 
20. Pryor asks Harvard about his cc'g experiences: says all deaf and hoh have had frustrating experiences with stuff not 

21. Pryor asks Scoggins re no cc'g: says Blu Ray technologies didn't display captions; we have to have legal standards that new things have.
22.  Pryor says Marlee Matlin will send in a written statement although' they asked her but she wasn’t available. 

23. Kerry says thank you to panel, says they were all eloquent.  

24. Scoggins says all devices, all platforms, all services; everything made by everyone should be accessible.
25. Harvard says it doesn't matter how small the screen is, he wants.

26. Harvard: no single issues of concern, everything needs to be given equal attention; owns 3 IPods & no cc's; doesn't like that. 

27. Kerry thanks Scoggins and Harvard for their compelling testimony and asks them what they would like to be helpful to.  

28. Pearce says he really wants the bill to be passed; Kerry says he is looking forward to that too. 

29. Kerry says it can't be that complicated to design things for Pearce's needs: wants to sit down with industry to get things for him.

30. Sgt Pearce says he gets stuck, can't use cell phones, can't find one, VA helps, but only has access to Emails via his computer.  

31. Sgt Pearce said he would do his service in military again in a heartbeat, no need to thank him.
32. Wlodowski wants US govt to take up Euro style partnership called FP & Research Program, wants similar federal grants made.

33. Wlodowski says built-in accessibility is different between blind, and for deaf-blind who may need assistive tech, wants partnerships.
34.  Wlodwoski says interoperability is critical between mainstream and assistive technology, those frameworks need to be top notch. 
35. Kerry asks Wlodowski about his Braille light device; says it allows him to take notes, fascinated by how fast he reads refreshable Braille, 
36. McCormick is asked if a specific segment of industry is more problematic and he answers things can be worked out.  
37. Kerry asks McCormick if US Telecom can work through the issues who says the intention is there and they will.  
38. Kerry uses example of lost captioning to illustrate the problem of lost access when cc'g goes down 
39. MCcormick says compliance standard in #hr3101 better than in #S3304; says #hr3101 corresponds to national broadband plan.
40. Kerry holds up McCormick testimony while they fix the missing/lost captioning of the video streaming. 

41. McCormick: says S 3304 leaves the FCC to decide what companies make what products accessible; says HR 3101 def better.

42. Walter McCormick: Title IV ADA relay services was least controversial, held comprehensive talks with COAT to reach #hr3101 a joint effort.
43. Walter McCormick of US Telecom; says honored to be on panel that has given testimony that is important, poignant and compelling. 
44. Harvard: please don't leave us behind as new digital technologies become available to the general public, wants accessible emerging. 
45. Harvard says easy-to-use captioning controls are like volume controls for hearing people.

46. Harvard says times have changed, wireless TVs and Internet show TV shows, but no cc'g, 17 yrs after decoder act, so asks for update.

47. Deaf actor Russell Harvard signs his testimony like Scoggins: says he is a big fan of tech, but has been left behind by new tech. 

48. Bobbie Beth Scoggins USF provisions in S.3304 will help deaf people, blind people, & for people who are deaf-blind, for hearing aid users.
49. Bobbie Beth Scoggins says S.3304 does a lot for deaf, blind, deaf-blind & wants advanced comm def & undue burden as found in #hr3101 .

50. Bobbie Beth Scoggins says industry designs for younger people; wants #S3304 to be stronger, with digital tools for independence of pwds 
51. Bobbie Beth Scoggins says accessible communications makes for wide open world for pwds, cites to TRS, HAC, Sec 255 & cc'g as means .

52. Pres of Natl Assoc Of Deaf Bobbie Beth Scoggins mentions founding of COAT.

53. AOL's Tom Wlodowski (blind) refers Committee to TEITAC; says stronger partnerships needed with consumers & industry for accessibility.

54. AOL's Tom Wlodowski (blind) says Interoperability Alliance and SMPTE is working to enable more accessibility on a voluntary industry basis. 
55. AOL's Tom Wlodowski (blind) admits to frustration when using inaccessible Internet & wants flexibility is how accessibility is delivered., 

56. Tom Wlodowski of AOL says that there is progress in accessibility, need for interoperability across devices, cost of AT is prohibitive. 
57. Sgt. Pearce: I just want to be able to do the things that anyone else would do. 

58. Sgt. Brian Pearce wonders if inaccessible tech contributes to current high unemployment, esp vets like him going back to school.
59. Sgt. Brian Pearce: can't find video description on TV, no accessible TV interfaces should be accessible to those who lose vision, hearing.  

60. Sgt. Brian Pearce: finds new tech hard, can't find channels on TV w/o audio feedback, can't hear storm warnings, no accessible cell phones.
61. Sgt. Brian Pearce, w/ TBI & blindness, Russell Harvard, deaf actor, Bobbie Beth Scoggins of NAD, Walter McCormick & Tom Wlodowski empanel.  

62. Sen. Pryor responds and thanks Rep. Markey for his testimony. 
63. Markey; the best way to unleash great God-given abilities is to allow pwds to fully contribute, says "these people have waited too long" ,  

64. Markey says industry exaggerates costs, burdens, of accessibility but cc'g, e.g., allows ESL and allows guys to multitask in bars (laughter). 
65. Markey says wizardry of wires is neither good nor bad, we need to animate them with human values, esp as population ages. 
66. Markey says #hr3101 brings existing disability laws up to date, for accessible, affordable and usable technologies. 
67. Markey notes how history shows it takes too long to use new technologies, delay is unacceptable.  

68. Markey lists emergency info, web pages, Internet video without ccg or vid description, other things are current.  

69. Markey: re FCC Natl Broadband Plan--plan notes 39% of non-broadband users have disabilities
70. Markey: no new barriers should be created by Os and 1s for people with disabilities.  

71. Rep. Markey: congratulates Pryor & Kerry on hearing on universal access to the latest technologies of 21st C, in year of 20th anniv of ADA .  

72. Kerry: "we must write laws and write rules where market of its own volition won't do [inaccessibility]"
73. Kerry: "what we need to is recognize that too many of the applications transmitted are inaccessible" "this is unacceptable." 
74. Kerry: "says he” wants to get a bill to President this year.  

75. Kerry: "how we update laws in this field will influence the broader debate re connecting to the Internet 
76. Kerry: "here to promote inclusion and innovation after 20 years of ADA, time to recommit ourselves, make sure pwds not left behind”.  

77. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: Sen John Kerry (D-MA), subcom chairman, just arrived and is opening the hearing.  

78.  Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: Rep Ed Markey (D-MA), sponsor of #hr3101, just arrived to give his testimony on Panel 1 .  

79. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: Witness Walter McCormick of US Telecom just arrived.  

80. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: Julie Kearney of Consumer Electronics Assoc (CEA) just arrived & meeting some folks. 
81. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: Over 100 people packed into Russell 253 --industry, disability, press, senate staffers.  

82. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: CTIA's Matt Gerst & Bernie Wunder of USTelecom just arrived & meeting some folks. 

83. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: COAT leader Elizabeth Spiers of Amer Assoc of Deaf-Blind (AADB) just arrived & meeting some folks.

84. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: AT&T's Ellen Blacker just arrived and meeting some folks.  

85. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: COAT leader Dana Mulvany just arrived and meeting some folks.  

86. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: FCC CGB Deputy Bureau Chief Karen Peltz Strauss is meeting disability witnesses.  

87. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: Info Tech industry rep Ken Salaets is meeting disability witnesses.

88. Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg: AAPD's summer Policy Intern Charla Wright, Catholic law student, is meeting disability advocates.  

89. At Sen ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg--witness Tom Wlodowski, AOL Accessibility Dir just arrived with entourage.  

90. Senate ADA Inclusion & Innov Tech Hrg--COAT leaders from AAPD, AFB, ACB, NAD all here, plus CaptionAction2 ace blogster Jamie Berke.  

91. At Senate Russell 253 ADA Tech Hearing: all the disability witnesses here--Russell Harvard, Bobbie Scoggins, Brian Pearce-- #S.3304.  

92. Watch Senate hearing on ADA #HR3101 #S3304 today at 2:30 (EST) live webcast CC http://tinyurl.com/24lt6td Click on YOUTUBE channel at top? 
93. Watch Senate hearing on ADA #HR3101 #S3304. Today at 2:30 (EST) live webcast with CC at http://tinyurl.com/24lt6td . 

94. About to leave for the US Senate to attend ADA Innovation & Inclusion (tech) hearing http://lnkd.in/rtizR9 . 

95. Looking forward to the Senate Hearing tomorrow on accessible communications technologies http://lnkd.in/rtizR9 
96. US Senate announces witnesses for hearing 5/26 on Innovation & Inclusion http://tiny.cc/47cu4 #S.3304 #HR3101
97. Beginning.
