Sample EMAIL messages re legislation to send to your 2 US Senators and/or Congressional Representative:
“Dear (senator/rep/staffer’s name), I really need hearing aid compatibility on the new Internet-enabled phones as my job depends on me using this type of phone. Please support HR 3101.”

“Dear  (senator/rep/staffer name), in regard to HR 3101, the “21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act,” I really need this legislation to be enacted so I can see captioning of my favorite TV show [“CSI-Miami”/ or name the program] when it replays on the Internet! I want to know what they said! Please support and sponsor it.”

“Dear (senator/rep/staffer name), in regard to 21st Century Broadband Communications and Video Accessibility for people with disabilities, please make sure you reinstate the few hours of video description – used by blind people – that we used to have back in 2002, so I can watch TV with my family.”

“Dear (senator/rep/staffer name), please have Rep. NAME  co-sponsor HR 3101 as I really want access to emergency information on TV as I can’t see the text when it streams by as it should be audio as well.”

“Dear (senator/staffer name), please ask your boss Sen.  NAME to support and co-sponsor a Senate version of HR 3101 as I would like to have as many choices in the market place as people without disabilities when it comes to accessible phones and accessible video programming on TV and TV-like devices.”

“Dear (senator/rep/staffer’s name), I really want you to support a Universal Service Fund allocation of $10 million to that America’s 100,000 deaf-blind people can finally  make a phone call to their family members just like everyone else. Please support HR 3101.”

“Dear (senator/rep/staffer’s name), please support HR 3101 to make sure industry continues to innovate and make wireless phones/devices that I can use.”

TIPS:

Sign your NAME and INCLUDE YOUR ADDRESS.
If you, or a family member have a disability, mention that.
Follow up with an email later to ask for a meeting either locally or in Washington DC.
You can include the COAT URL for the Section-by-Section summary of the legislation in your email if you wish http://www.coataccess.org/node/4623
If you are not registered to VOTE, do that tomorrow!
